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‘« The Law of the Lord is peHfect, converting the Sou! : 4 
The testimony of the Lori is sate, y.# 
Making wise the Simple.”’—19 Psalm, 7 v. 
To the Saints and all the frierids df TdutrH. The “Zion’s Watelman” 
we intend to isste moathly.. We say to.@he friends of truth, 
who wish to subseribe for the “Watchntah,” that we design to 

sne @ edurse which od shew the diffrence between the error w ich 
has often been published by thd Periodicals of the day, atid the truth 
as it exists with the Saints of Ged ++which traths have been reveal- 
ed from heaven by the Angels of th the Lord tothe Prophet Joseph 
Smith, and which truths ard stilk being revenled the sefvants of 
Ged, whe still hold the power of the Holy Mélchisedi¢ Prissthood 
upou the earth at the present day, and are sathivised to administer 
in its ordinanees aecérding to the of thre Holy Priesthood, whieh 
is withouth father, without mother; without descent, having ‘neither 
beginning of days nor éné of life, but made liké unto the Son of God 
—abideth a Priést "Petet likey we j 
truth and erro, and as the Ap es ahd Eiders, 
Holy Spirit of truth as it is in Christ Jesus +—behold the darkness 
that reste the minds of thé people, we as Elders being clothed 
with said are deeply impressed with the Heeeseity of dis- 
charging the duty laid upon us- by thé aforesaid an , to Warn 
the inhabitants of the' éarth tv éf their sins, be baptized for 
the remission’ of the same, and to have hands laid on them for the 
of the Holy Ghost. you with us may become the belts of 
‘od and joint heirs with Tesias Christ iw the kingdom of God, and 
be redeemed from your anid receive satvation thro’ the 
ples of the everlasting; gospet ds presetiéd by the wit be and Aipos- 
tles ever and evér wilt ali whe have 
Christ. Who have the a Ae 


the gift of the 


authorit 


preach t Christ ? ad cept they have been 
of God as was Aaron. FHow shall they? they ot 
God? Now we have not received the spirit of the worl but the 


between the 


| 
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spirit which is of God, that we might know. the things that are freel 
given us of God, which things also we speak not in the words whic 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him, 
neither can he Know them because they are spiritually discerned. 


— 


DESERET AND THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


Extract from Stansbury the Government Surveyor’s Expedition to the 
Great Salt Lake. 


THE provisional State Government, with allthe machinery of execu- 
tive, legislative, and judicial functionaries, was in regular and har- 
monious action, under the constitution recently adopted. The juris- 
diction of the “State of Deseret” had been extended over, and was 
vigorously enforced upon, all who came within its borders, and justice 
was equitably alike to “ Saint” and “Gentile” —as they term all who 
are not of their persuasion. Of the truth of this, as far at least as the 
Gentiles were concerned, I soon had convincing proof, by finding, one 
fine morning, some twenty of our mules safely secured in the public 
pound, for trespass upon the cornfield of some pious Saint ; possession 
was recovered only by paying the fine imposed by the magistrate and 
amply remunerating the owner for damage done to his crops. 
These courts were constantly appealed to by companies of passing 
emigrants, who having fallen out by the way, could not agree upon 
the division of their property. The decisions were remarkable for 
fairness and impartiality ; and if not submitted to, were sternly en- 
forced by the whole power of the community. Appeals for protection 
from oppression, by those passing through their midst, were not made 
in vain; and I know of at least one instance in which the marshal of | 
the State was despatched, with an adequate force, nearly two hundred 
miles into the western desert, in pursuit of some miscreants who had 
stolen off with nearly the whole outfit of a pary of emigrants. He 
pursued and brought them back to the city, and the plundered proper- 
ty was restored to its rightful owner. 

While however, there are all the exterior evidence of a government 
strictly temporal,it cannot be concealed that it is so intimately blend- 
ed with the spiritual administration of the Church, that it would be 
impossible to separate the one from the other.* The first civil gover- 
nor under the constitution of the new State, elected by the people, was 
the president of the Church, Brigham Young ; the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor was his first ecclesiastical Counsellor, and the Secretary of State, 


* However ‘‘intimately blended’’ the civil gowernment of the State or Territory, 
and the ecclesiastical aero of the Church, may appear, they are in reality en- 
entirely scparate and distinct from each other.—Ep. __ 
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his second Councellor: these three individuals forming together the @ 


“Presidency”’ of the Church. The Bishops of the several wards, who 
by virtue of their office in the Church, had exercised not only a spiri- 
tual, but temporal authority over the several districts assigned to their 
charge, were appointed, under the civil organization, to be justices of 
the peace, and were supported in the discharge of their duties, not 
only by the civil power, but by the whole spiritual authority of the 
Church also. This intimate connection of Church and State seems 
to prevade every thing that is done, The’supreme power in both 
being lodged in the hands of the same individuals, it is difficult to 
separate their two official characters, and to determine whether in 
any one instance they act as spiritual or merely temporal officers. 


The establishment of a civil government at all, seems to me to 
have been altogether the result of a foreseen necessity, which it was 
impossible to avoid. As the community grew in numbers and im- 
portance, it was not to be expected, as has been before remarked, 
that the whole population would always consist solely of members of 
the Church looking up to the. Presidency, not only as its spiritual 
head, but as the divinely commissioned and inspired source of law in 
temporal matters and policy also. It became necessary, therefore, to 
provide for the government of the whole, by establishing some au- 
thority which could not be disputed by any, and would exercise a 
control over them as citizens, whether they were members of the 
Church or not ; and- which, being acknowledged and recognized by 
the government of the United States, would be supported by its laws, 
and upheld by its authority. The civil government, therefore, was 
wholly precautionary, and only for such Gentiles as might settle 
among them, the power and authority of the Church over its members 
being amply sufficient where they alone were concerned. In the 
organization of the civil government, nothing could be more natural 
than that, the whole people being of one faith, they should chopse:<or. 
funetionaries to carry it into execution, those to whom they had been. 
in the habit of defferring as their inspired guides, and by whofts:they 
had been led from aland of persecution into this far-off wilderness, 


which, under their lead, was already begimni blagsom like the 
rose. Hence came the insensible blending of the t the 
principal functionaries of the one holding the same relative+pesition. 


under the other. Thus the Bishop in case of a dispute between two: 


members of the Church, would interpose his spiritual authority as 
Bishop for its adjustment, while in differences between these not 


subject to the spiritual jurisdiction, and who could not be made. 


ameanable to Church discipline, he would act in the magisterial ca- 
pacity conferred upon him by the constitution and civil laws of the 


State. Thus the control of the affairs of the colony remained in the . 


same hands, whether under Church or state organization, and these 
hands were, in a double capacity, those into which the constituents 


4 


had, whether as citizens or as Church members, themselves chosen to 

The revenue of the new State seemed to partake of the same 
double character; the treasures of the Church being freely devoted, 
when <a to the promotion of the temporal prosperity of the 
body politic. hese are derived from a system of tithing, similar to 
that of the ancient Israelites. Each person, upon profession of his 
faith, and consequent reception into the bosom of the Church, is re- 
quired to pay into “the treasury of the Lord” one tenth of all that he 
. possesses ; after which he pays a tenth of the yearly increase of his 
goods, and in addition contributes one tenth of is time,* which is 
devoted to labour on the public works, such as roads, bridges, irri- 
gating canals, or such other objects as the authorities may direct. 
The whole amount thus collected goes into the coffers of the Church, 
ands exacted only from its members. A tax is also laid upon pro- 
perty, as with us, which is levied upon aH, both “Saint’’ and Gentile, 
and which constitutes the revenue of the civil government. All goods 
brought into the city pay as the price of a license, a duty of one per 
cent., except spirituous liquors, for which one-half at which they are 
sold is demanded; the object of this last impost heing avowedly to 
discourage the introduction of that article among them. It has, in- 
deed, operated to a great extent as a prohibition, the importer, to 
save himself from loss, having to double the priee at which he could: 
otherwise have afforded to sell. The result of this policy was, when 
we were there, to bring up the price of brandy to twelve dollars per 
gallon, of whick the authorities took six; and of whisky to eight 
dollars, of which they collected four dollars. The circulating medinm 
is principally gold of their own coinage, and-such foreign gold as is 
brought.in by eonverts from Europe. — 

Notwithstanding this heavy, and as it would be to.us, insupportable 
burden upon industry and enterprise, nothing can exceed the appear- 
ance of prosperity, peaceful harmony, and’ cheerful contentment that - 
prevaded the whole community. Ever since the first year of. privation. 
provisions have been abundant, and’ want of the necessaries and even. 
comforts of life isa thing unknown. A design was at one time en- 
tertained (more, I believe, as a prospective measure than anything 
else,) to set apart a fand for the purpose of erecting a poor-house ; 
but-after strict inquiry, it: was found that there were in the whole po- 
ation, but two persons who could be considered: as objects of. pub- 
eharity, and the plan was consequently: abandoned. 

This happy-external state, of universally diffused prosperity, is com- 
mented: on by‘themselves, as an evidence. ofthe smiles of Heaven, and 
ofthe special favour of the Diety:: but: I think it. may: be most clearly 


*, By. the author’s representation here, the reader wilt conclude that one-fifth of the 
increase of Lajer-g Saint in anally . This re is. 
incorrect, as one-tenth only Ja, reqni, Wally, by the, law of tithin “whether id- in 
labour, money, property, or 
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accounted for in the admirable discipline, and ready obedience tos 
large body of industrious and intelligent cues and in the wise councils 
of prudent and sagacious leaders + oe producing a oneness and concentra- 


tion of action, the result of whi astonished even those by whem 
it had teen effected. The happy consequence of this system of 
united and well-directed action, under one leading and controlling 
mind, is mest prominently apparent in the erection of public we 

ping of roads, the construction of bridges, and the pr iodo 
the country for the speedy eccupation of a large and rapi emer : 


population, shortly to be sti fhrther argmented by an immigration 
even now on their way from almost every apaientarth 


Upon the personal character of the leader of this singular people, 
it may not, perhaps, be proper for me: to: co ina 
ticn like the present. 1 may, severtheless, be;pardoned for saying 
that; to. me, President Young appeared to bea man of clear, sound 
sense, fully alive to the. responsibilities of the station he occupies, 
sincerely devoted to the: good name and interestg-ef the people over 
which he presides, sensitively: jealiaun. of the least attempt to under- 
value or misrepresent them, and indefatigable im iyi eeeael ways and 
means for their mora}, mental, and physical elevation. He a 
to possess the unlimited personal and official confidence of his 2 
while both he and his. two. Councellors, forming the Presidency of the 
Chureh, seemed to have but one object in. view— the prosperity and 
peace of the society over which they presided: 

In. their dealings with. crowds of emmigrants that passed 
their city, the- Mormons were very: fait and upright; taking ne ad- 
vantage of the necessitous condition of many,,.ifi not most. of them. 
They sold them such previsions as they could spare, at moderate 
prices, and sueh as they themselves paid;in their dealings with each 
other. In; the whole of our intercourse with them, which: basted 
rather more than.a year, cannot referte a single instance of fraud 
or extortion to which any of the party were subjected ; andl strongly 
incline to the opinion: that the charges:that have been preferred against 
them in this respect, arose either fram interested 2 RR 
erroneous: information: I certainly never experie anythin 
it. in my own cagg, nor: did witness or hear ofiany instance of it in 
the case of others, while I resided among them. Too many that. 
passed, through their seitlement: were dispesed to: dis their 
claim te the land they occupied:; to ridicule the municipal regulations 
ot, their city, and to. tregpass: wantonly: upenm their rights. Sveli 
offenders were promptly arrested by the authorities, made to pay a 
severe fine, and-in some instances were imprisoned, or made to labour 
op the public works ;.a punishment richly: merited, and which would 
have been: inflicted.on. them. in any civéhized.community. In short, 
these people presented: the appearance of a:quiet, | 
and well organized society, as much so as one wou meet within 
any city of the Union, having the rights of personal ‘ 4 rty as per- 
fectly defined and as religiously respected as with ourselves, nothing 
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being father from their faith or practice than the spirit of communism, 
which has been most erroneously supposed to prevail among them. 
The main peeuliarity of the ~— consists in their religious tenets, 
the form and extent of the Church government (which is a theocracy), 
and in the nature especially of their domestic relations. 


Upon the action of the Executive in the appointment of the officers 
within the newly-created Territory, it does not become me to offer 
other than.a very different opinon. Yet the tower of informa- 
tion to which allusion has already been made, may perhaps justify 
me in presenting the result of my owne observations upon this subject. 
With al due deference, then, I feel constrained to say that in my 
opinion the appoint of the President of the Mormon Church, and 
head of.the sean gehen in preference to any other person to 
the high office of Goverkgr of the Territory, independent of its political 
bearings, with which I have nothing to do, was a measure dictated 
alike. by justice” by sound policy. Intimately connected with 
them from their ex from Illinois, this man has been their Moses, 
leading them through the wilderness to a remote and unknown land, 
where they have since set up their tabernacle, and where they are 
now building their Temple. Resolute in danger, firm and sagacious 
in council, prompt and energetic in emergency, and enthusiastically 
devoted to the honor and interests of his people, he had won their 
unlimited confidence, esteem, and veneration, and held an unrivalled 
place in their hearts. Upon the establishment of the provisional 
government, he had been unanimously chosen as their highest civil 
magistrate, and even before his appointment by the President, he 
combined in his own — the triple character of confidential ad- 
viser, temporal ruler and Prophet of God. Intimately acquainted with 
their character, capacity, wants,and weakness ; identified now with 
their prosperity, as he had formerly shared to the full in their adver- 


_ sity and sorrows ; honored, trusted, the whole wealth of the commun‘- 


ty placed in his hands, for the advancement both of the spiritual and 
temporal interests of the infant settlement, he was surely of all others 
the man best fitted to preside, under the auspices of the general go- 
vernment, over a colony of which he may justly @ said to be the 
founder. No other man could have so entirely secured the confidence 
of the people; and this selection by the Executive of the man of 
their choice, besides being highly gratifying to them, is recognised 
as an assurance that they shall hereafter receive, at the hands of the 
general government, that justice and consideration to which they are 
entitled. Their confident hope now is that, mo longer fugitives and 
out-laws, but dwelling beneath the broad shadow of the national 
egis, they will be subject no more to the violence and outrage which 
drove them to seek a secure habitation in this far distant wilder- 
ness. 


ti 
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_CONSISTENCY AGAINST THE S. M. HERALD. 
Tue “Sypney Mornina HeraLp” some -time ago. published . an 
article in reference to Mormonism, which at that time we did not 
deem worthy of notice. But that the public may see the unscrupu- 
lous manner in which principles are attacked, and the entire disre- 
gard to truth and justice that characterize these upholders of human 
institutions, we have determined to publish the following letter, sent 
through the post by one of our members, addressed to the Editors of | 
the “Sypney Mornine HERALD,” which their sense of justice and 
truth did not dispose them to publish. Mens’ characters can be 
blasted, institutions condemned, not by reason or scripture, but vitu- 
peration. The cause which requires such su must be rotten at 
‘the core. We observed an article in the last r of the “Curis- 
MIAN HMeRALD,” in reference to G. J. Adams,gg@ho has not been con- 
nected with the Church since 1846. We Would just remind the 
public that the Doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints are either true or“false, independent of the character of 
any individual. We would take the present opportunity to inform 
the conductors of the “ CurisTIAN HERALD,” and all whom it may 
interest, that, that which the world calls Mormonism has a foundation 
or first principle. If these are true all the bad men in the world ean- 
not vests them false, and if false the characters of all the good men 
inthe world cannot make them true. These principles are, 1st— 
Faith in God and in His Son Jesus Christ ; 2nd—Repentance; 3rd 
—Baptism in water for the remission of sins; 4thi—Laying 
on of hands for the Baptism of the Spirit, or the Gift of the Holy 


Ghost. We would once more observe that if these principles are — 


true whatever Mormonism may,Presbyterianism must be wrong—not 

because any of its ministers do wrong, or because any bad men are 

identified with it, but because it is not founded on true principle ; and. 
we now bear our testimony that we ‘know these principles to be true, 

- and we call upon all men every where to believe the gospel, to re- 

pent of their sins and to be baptised by the servants of God for the . 

remission of their sin’, that they may receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost—for the er ise is unto you and to your children, and to 

that are afar off, em &s many as the Lord our God shail call. 

To THE EpIToRs OF THE “Sydney Morninc 

_  GEnTLEMEN,—In your fgsue of Thursday, the 22nd instant, you 
published as an English an article purporting to be copied 
from the “SwansEA Hgratp,” headed Mormonism in Operation. 

I think had you reflected, upon the article in quéstion its inconsistency 

would have been so apparent, that if yee else could have been 

found to fill up it would not have found a place. : 

But having sent it forth to the public—if you are actuated by the 
spirit expressed in your motto you will readily give place toa 
remarks a its falsity. 

The context 0 


said article associates it with the present presidency 
and location of the Saints. This being the case I would ask you, 


a 


